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CCoorrppoorraattee  GGoovveerrnnaannccee

The Saskatchewan Pork Development Board (Sask Pork) is an agency established
under the Agri-Food Council and complies with the provisions of The Agri-Food
Act, 2004, The Agri-Food Regulations 2004, and The Pork Industry Development
Plan Regulations pertaining to its financial reporting, safeguarding public
resources, spending, revenue raising, borrowing and investing activities.

IInntteerrnnaall  CCoonnttrroollss

Sask Pork adheres to internal financial controls as detailed in the Policy and
Operating Procedures Manual approved by the Board of Directors in September
2005.
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To find an optimist among hog producers is a rare find indeed.

Years of low or negative margins, Circovirus, Swine Flu , COOL, expensive and poor quality feed are just
some of the things that have beat the joy out of pig farming.  However, the optimist believes eventually even
bad luck runs out!  The most amazing crop was grown on the prairies this summer which should see great
quality grains at lower prices.

Diseases plaguing China and now the USA have largely missed western Canada.  

Packers are now 'chasing hogs' to fill slaughter capacity.  Investment from China and trade agreements with
EU bodes well for export growth.  Pork bellies that once sold for pennies are now many times in value.

2014 should be a catch up year.  Outstanding bills and lines of credit need to be paid down.  Repairs made
with 'duct tape and a prayer' need replacement.  Workers need new boots and undies.   Who knows, maybe
things will get so good that bankers will again buy a pig farmer a coffee and give us the time of day!

The Saskatchewan Pork Development Board folks have played significant roles in several national initiatives. 

General Manager, Neil Ketilson has headed a project to provide better hedging programs for all producers.
Currently, many large producers have hedging programs to reduce risk.  A program that pools hedging
administration and back margin requirements should make this tool available to most producers.

Sask Pork has also identified the need to better access immigrant labour.  As such we have been working
with our provincial government to get better access to immigrant spots and in a more timely manner.

As Chair of the National Pig Code Review Committee, I have worked to update our current national welfare
standards. 
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SS AA SS KK   PP OO RR KK   AA NN NN UU AA LL   RR EE PP OO RR TT   22 00 11 22   --   22 00 11 3322



In addition, Sask Pork staff held two producer meetings in June that provided valuable producer feedback to
the proposed Pig Code.  We expect a completed and modified Code in 2014.

As Chair of the Canadian Swine Health Board (CSHB), much has been done to protect our herds from new
and re-emerging diseases. CSHB has a surveillance tool, the Canadian Swine Health Intelligence Network
(CSHIN), which brings timely on-farm disease information together from across Canada.  CSHIN helps to
monitor all health issues and has been particularly useful in monitoring PEDv which at the time of writing
remains out of Canada.  Our efforts to upgrade national Bio-Security protocols have been very timely.

Neil Ketilson and Ontario Pork's General Manager Ken Ovington, have been leading an exercise to
restructure the Canadian Pork Council.  This is a big task as ways to improve both operational efficiency and
program effectiveness could lead to tough changes. 

Through good and bad, Sask Pork will continue to work on your behalf to build pride in an industry that
supplies great pork to families near and far.  

Cheers,

Florian Possberg
Chairman
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As we reflect on another busy year of continual change, I cannot help but think about how the weather has
such a profound influence on our industry.  2012 will be remembered as the year of the significant drought
in the United States and the dramatic impact that had on feed grain prices and the profitability of the
industry. In keeping with the state of constant change, 2013 will be for most grain farmers the year they tell
stories of the "best crop ever" to their grandchildren.  For the pork industry, 2012 resulted in record feed
grain prices and huge financial losses, and a dramatic change in ownership and demographics.  Now with a
return to profitability and renewed optimism, one wonders if the industry has seen the last of major
adjustments.

To put the dramatic effects of 2012 and 2013 into perspective, the drought in the United Sates increased
corn prices from $5.86 in December 2011 to $7.01 in December 2012. The corn price increase, which was
reflected in Canadian feed grain prices, increased the cost of feeding a pig in 2012 by $30, from $95 in 2011
to $125 in 2012/13.  While feed prices increased, the price of index 100 hogs averaged only $153.41, which
was less than the previous year.  As a result, producers suffered losses of $25 to $35 per hog for much of
the year.  The significant losses caused the bankruptcies of Puratone in Manitoba and Big Sky Farms in
Saskatchewan.  Both companies continue to operate, but are now owned by Maple Leaf Foods and Olymel
respectively.  Integrated companies now own and operate over 40% of western Canadian hog production.
Obviously the trend to more integrated and larger companies continues in the prairies. 

On behalf of our producer members, Sask Pork had another busy year developing options to assist with the
cash flow crisis, and also continuing to develop polices and deliver programs that will assist the industry into
the future. Government lobbying, the Pig Code, delivering on-farm programs, and work on the transitional
plans for the next Growing Forward II funding dominated the year's activities.

Working through the Canadian Pork Council (CPC), a great deal of effort was made in lobbying the federal
and provincial governments for cash support to transition producers through the high feed grain costs and
significant financial losses.  Unfortunately, both levels of government would not consider any support other
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than those provided through existing programs such as AgriStability.  It seems obvious there is a significant
shift in government policy to reduce spending, avoid Ad hoc support programs and download more costs to
the industry.

Sask Pork continues to work with the CPC on lobbying for the Hedging Program that would use the existing
futures market system to hedge hog prices but eliminate the need for producers to worry about having to
cover margin calls.  The federal government has commissioned an actuarial study to determine the financial
risks of such a program and its feasibility. The study is due to be released for comment to the public soon.

2012/13 was also a year of significant transition for government program funding.  Over the past 5 years,
under Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada's Growing Forward I and other dedicated funding programs, CPI,
Swine Innovation, and the Canadian Swine Health Board received significant funding.  CPI for example,
received $17 million to develop and delivery international marketing programs to enhance and expand the
sale of Canadian pork around the world.  Swine Innovation, a national swine research organization
established in 2010, administered approximately $13 million of federal funding for swine research.  

The federal government contribution was made possible by 15% in matching producer research funds
provided by 5 participating provincial pork organizations. 

The Canadian Swine Health Board was established to administer a $25 million federal government grant
which was specifically designed to develop programs to prevent and protect the health of Canadian swine
herds.  Many of the CSHB programs, such as the biosecurity program had tremendous acceptance and
support by producers.  Saskatchewan for example had a 99% participation rate.

Funding contracts with the federal government for all of these programs expired on March 31, 2013.  As a
result all of these organizations, including the Canadian Pork Council have spent considerable time and effort
preparing applications for the new Growing Forward II funding.  The rules under these programs are also
changing such that administration costs will be reduced to 8%, dollars will be more scarce and industry will
be required to match the dollars with  a minimum 25%  and perhaps as high as 50% contribution.  The CSHB
was particularly vulnerable as they were not funded originally under any program but from a special one-time
fund.  The CPC and these organizations have been working on restructuring plans that meet the new funding
reality while trying to preserve the core program functions deemed necessary by the industry. 

Animal welfare groups are certainly becoming far more vocal and public as to their expectations of
production practices of all farm animals.  Who would have thought the development of a new Pig Code,
basically a reasonable management guide for pig production, would receive so much public attention?
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Over 4,700 comments were received on the proposed Pig Code with the majority of the controversy
stemming from the use of gestation stalls for sows.  Animal welfare groups have established a public
following and corresponding budget to support their lobby efforts and as such, it becomes more important
for the industry to maintain a strong research program to ensure our production practises are based on
good science.

From a fiscal perspective, Sask Pork has a very solid balance sheet.  Net returns were $207,000 for the year
ending July 31, 2013 and the organization has retained earnings of $1,920,000.  Please refer to the financial
statements for an explanation of the organization's budget and financial positions for 2012-2013.

In closing, I would personally like to thank the Board of Directors for their support, for their contribution to
the industry and their wisdom, ideas and passion for the industry.  I would also like to thank, Kim, Patty,
Mark and Harvey for all their work and dedication to the industry in this past year.

And finally, it seems the industry has turned the corner as producers are making money once again and the
next couple years look very promising. There is renewed interest in the business and producers certainly
have a positive outlook.  We sincerely hope that for those who weathered the storm, future clouds have a
silver lining.

Sincerely,

Neil Ketilson
General Manager
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22001122  --  22001133  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss

MMiissssiioonn

To provide leadership for
producers and collaborate with
stakeholders to ensure the
Saskatchewan pork industry’s
continued environmental, social
and economic sustainability.

VViissiioonn

To position the Saskatchewan
pork industry as a preferred
supplier of high quality,
competitively priced pork

products for the global market.

JJaayy  MMccGGrraatthh
PPaasstt  CChhaaiirrmmaann

PPaauull  UUllrriicchh
AAuuddiitt  CChhaaiirr

DDiicckkssoonn  GGoouulldd
CCPPCC  BBooaarrdd  ooff
DDiirreeccttoorrss  

DDaavviidd  TTsscchheetttteerr

SShhaannnnoonn  MMeeyyeerrss
VViiccee--CChhaaiirrmmaann

FFlloorriiaann  PPoossssbbeerrgg
CChhaaiirrmmaann

EElleeccttiioonnss

Elections are held in November
of odd numbered years.  The
Board of Directors consists of
six registered producers who
may hold office for a maximum
of three consecutive, two-year
terms.

The Executive is elected annually
by the Board of Directors at the
first scheduled meeting of
directors following the Annual
General Meeting.
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SSttaaffff

NNeeiill  KKeettiillssoonn
General Manager
(306) 343-3504
nketilson@saskpork.com

KKiimm  BBrroowwnnee
Executive Administration
Promotions & Communications 
Symposium Coordinator
(306) 343-3506
kbrowne@saskpork.com

MMaarrkk  FFeerrgguussoonn
Manager Industry & Policy Analysis
(306) 343-3503
mferguson@saskpork.com

PPaattttyy  RRiilleeyy
Financial Administrator
(306) 343-3507
priley@saskpork.com

HHaarrvveeyy  WWaaggnneerr
Manager Producer Services &
On-Farm Food Safety
(306) 343-3502
hwagner@saskpork.com

CCaannaaddiiaann  PPoorrkk  CCoouunncciill  CCoommmmiitttteeee  RReepprreesseennttaattiioonn

Canada Pork International Board of Directors - Neil Ketilson
Canadian Pork Council Board of Directors - Dickson Gould
Canadian Swine Health Board - Florian Possberg (Chair)
Canadian Swine Health Board Research Committee - Harvey Wagner
Identification and Traceability System Working Committee - Neil Ketilson
National/Provincial Traceability Staff Contact Group - Neil Ketilson
Safety Net Committee - Jay McGrath, Neil Ketilson
CQA® Advisory Committee - Harvey Wagner
Hog Farm Transition Program Management Committee - Neil Ketilson
International Swine Cost of Production Network (InterPig) - Mark
Ferguson
Pig Code Development Committee - Florian Possberg (Chair)
Swine Innovation Pork - Neil Ketilson
Trade Advocacy Working Group - Dickson Gould / Neil Ketilson 

IInndduussttrryy  RReepprreesseennttaattiioonn

Agriculture in the City 2013 Planning Committee - Kim Browne
Farm Animal Council of Saskatchewan - Neil Ketilson
Feeds Innovation Institute, U of S - Neil Ketilson
Prairie Swine Centre Board of Directors - Neil Ketilson
Provincial Emergency Planning Consultations - Harvey Wagner
SIAST Retail Meat Cutting Program Advisory - Kim Browne
Statistics Canada Advisory Committee - Mark Ferguson
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DDiirreeccttoorr  &&  SSttaaffff  EExxtteerrnnaall  AAccttiivviittiieess

• October 2012 - Canadian Pork Council 
Producer Forum - Neil Ketilson, 
Dickson Gould, David Tschetter, 
Paul Ulrich, Florian Possberg

• October 16, 2012 - Feral Swine Workshop, 
Toronto - Toby Tschetter

• October 16-17, 2012 - Canadian Swine Health 
Forum - Florian Possberg, Neil Ketilson, 
Harvey Wagner  

• December 5,  2012 - FACS Annual Conference 
Harvey Wagner, Kim Browne, Mark Ferguson

• December 6, 2012 - FACS Farm/Food Issues 
Roundtable Discussion - Harvey Wagner

• January 16-18, 2013 - Banff Pork Seminar - 
Jay McGrath, Shannon Meyers, Dave Tschetter, 
Paul Ulrich, Dickson Gould, Neil Ketilson, 
Florian Possberg, Mark Ferguson, 
Harvey Wagner

• January 22, 2013 - Growing Forward 2 
Stakeholder Consultation (Food Safety, 
Plant and Animal Health) - Neil Ketilson

• January 23-24, 2013 - Iowa Pork Congress - 
PRRS Survey - Mark Ferguson, Harvey Wagner

• January 23, 2013 - Iowa Pork Congress Industry
Roundtable hosted by the Consulate General of
Canada - Mark Ferguson, Harvey Wagner

• February 21, 2013 - Cramer Livestock
Nutrition Show - Harvey Wagner, 
Mark Ferguson

• February 27, 2013 - Canada Pork International 
Annual General Meeting - Neil Ketilson

• March 4-5, 2013 - Livestock Emergency 
Response Course Update - Harvey Wagner

• March 20, 2013 - Chesterfield Stock Farm 
Annual Directors Meeting - Mark Ferguson

• March 20-21, 2013 - Ontario Pork Annual 
General Meeting - Neil Ketilson

• March 26, 2013 - Post Budget Presentation 
Breakfast Presentation with Honourable 
Ken Krawetz - Neil Ketilson

• April 10, 2013 - Manitoba Pork 
Annual General Meeting - Neil Ketilson

• April 13, 2013 - Agriculture in the City - 
Kim Browne, Harvey Wagner

• May 2, 2013 -  Annual Premier’s Dinner, 
Saskatoon - Shannon Meyers, Paul Ulrich, 
David Tschetter, Don Kolla

• May 29-June 1, 2013 - Canadian Meat Council 
meeting, Quebec City - Neil Ketilson

• June 3-4, 2013 - National Consumer 
Promotions Meeting - Toronto - Kim Browne

• June 12, 2013 - China Opportunities 
Roundtable with Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture - Florian Possberg, Shannon Meyers

• June 25-27, 2013 - InterPig Annual Meeting - 
London, England - Mark Ferguson

• July 9, 2013 - Thunder Creek Pork Producer 
Open House - David Tschetter, Paul Ulrich,
Neil Ketilson, Harvey Wagner, Mark Ferguson

• June 20, 2013 - ACS Annual General Meeting 
and Industry Forum - Neil Ketilson

• July 25, 2013 - Upper Qu’Appelle Water 
Conveyance Tour - Moose Jaw - Neil Ketilson
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PPRRRRSS  FFrreeee  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  EEccoonnoommiicc  AAnnaallyyssiiss

Upon completion of the PRRS-free pilot program,
the Canadian Swine Health Board commissioned
Sask Pork to complete a study to estimate
administration and participation costs, evaluate
producer attitudes towards the potential program,
and assess the willingness of swine purchasers to
pay for PRRS-free certification.  A business plan for
ongoing operation of the program was also drafted.
The study was conducted by Dr. Jill Hobbs from the
University of Saskatchewan and Mark Ferguson.  A
total of 55 producers completed the survey.  

Some of the highlights of the study results were:

• Only 15% of the respondents felt that a
certification program would decrease costs to
verify PRRS freedom. 

• 58% of respondents believe that certified stock
would be worth more. 42% believe stock
would be worth the same.

• Producers who felt PRRS-free certified stock
would be worth more (31 respondents)
anticipated average premiums of $1.77/dose
for semen; $34.17/pig for breeding stock;
$4.69/pig for feeder pigs. There are large
variations in the anticipated premiums. 

• The majority of respondents would consider
utilizing a PRRS-free certification tool, either
through enrolling in the program (58%) and/or
using the database to check suppliers (55%).

• PRRS-free status is likely to remain a low
priority in terms of the buying decisions of
major packers and exporters due to the small
number of countries and small number of
products affected by pork import restrictions.

Therefore, a PRRS-free certification attribute
is unlikely to return a premium for live market
hogs in the near future.

• For a 600-sow farm, routine serological testing
and participation in the program would cost
$0.11/pig.

• The total cost to establish the protocol and
database for the program was $105,333. It is
estimated to cost $40,298 per year to operate
and maintain the PRRS-free program on an
ongoing basis.  

PPRRRRSS--FFrreeee  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  DDaattaabbaassee
EEnnhhaanncceemmeennttss  

Upon completion of the pilot project on December
31, 2012, some project funds were not utilized, and
the Canadian Swine Health Board agreed that these
funds could be re-allocated to enhancing the
database.   Drawing from the experience of
administrators and database users, the following
enhancements were made to the database:

• The database was improved to allow importing
of data into the database on a daily basis from
more than one source (i.e. import from
veterinarian databases).

• The database was improved to add automated
email capabilities, triggered by reduced points
totals. 

• Improvement of the Points Calculation
Methodology to increase processing efficiency
and increase future flexibility.  

• Convert the database to Access 2010.

PPrroovviinncciiaall  FFooccuuss  
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IInntteerrPPIIGG  ((IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  SSwwiinnee  CCoosstt  ooff
PPrroodduuccttiioonn))

In 2012/2013, Mark Ferguson continued to
participate in the InterPIG International cost of
production benchmarking group by assembling and
submitting a representative Canadian dataset, and
attending the InterPIG annual meeting in June.  The
InterPIG dataset is the most reliable data available
comparing the competitiveness of our major
competitors in the pork export business.   

The results show that in 2012, Canada had the third
highest cost of production of the 15 participating
countries at $188/ckg (all figures expressed in
Canadian hot dressed carcass basis and dollars).
Lower, were the U.S. (Iowa) at $163/ckg, and both
the Mato Grosso and Santa Caterina regions at
$141/ckg and $175/ckg respectively.  Spain led the
EU countries in cost of production at $201/ckg,
followed by Denmark ($203/ckg) and France
($204/ckg).  

Brazil reported the lowest hog prices in the dataset,
with the Mato Grosso and Santa Caterina regions
reporting a net price of $144/ckg and $160/ckg
respectively, followed by Canada at $167/ckg, and
the U.S. at $179/ckg,  confirming the ongoing price
disparity between Canada and the U.S.   France,
Denmark, and the Netherlands reported the lowest
prices of the E.U. countries at $198/ckg, $199/ckg,
and $203/ckg respectively.

22001122  DDrroouugghhtt  DDiissaasstteerr  AAssssiissttaannccee  aanndd
PPrroovviinncciiaall  LLoobbbbyy  EEffffoorrtt

Recognizing the severe financial situation impacting
producers in the fall of 2012, the Saskatchewan
Pork Development Board developed a discussion
paper and began consulting with the provincial
government in early September.  

Sask Pork held an emergency board meeting on
September 20th to discuss the hog financial crisis
and make recommendations which could assist the
industry.   The Board made the following motion
with respect to what it considered should be
requested from governments to solve the
immediate needs of the industry as well as programs
that provide long term solutions.

The motion passed unanimously read:

Be it resolved that:

• The present hog financial crisis is the direct
result of increased costs caused by the United
States drought of 2012.

• The crisis is not a Canada hog supply issue but
a feed cost issue.

• Cost increases directly as the result of the
drought and higher feed grain cost are a
minimum $30 per market hog. Coupled with
the higher feed cost, hog prices have
decreased since July 2012 by more than $30
per market hog. In reality, producers are at a
disadvantage by $60 or more per hog. Thus
the need for both federal and provincial
governments to participate in financial
assistance programs.

• The majority of producers do not have the
financial ability to obtain necessary credit or
capital through normal financial institutions to
transition to expected profitability in the
spring of 2013 due to the degradation of profit
margins since 2008 due to US implementation
of MCOOL legislation.

• Present government programs AgriStability,
APP nor any other existing program will
provide any material assistance to the industry
without some modification.

1111
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• There is a need for both provincial and federal
government action to prevent long term
damage to the entire pork value chain.

Sask Pork recommended both levels of government
immediately instate the following measures:

That the federal government:

1. Make a direct payment of $10 per hog based as
a feed assistance off-set for all hogs produced
in 2012 through Ag-Recovery.

2. Recognize the loss of revenue caused by the
MCOOL legislation in the United States to the
Canadian hog industry since September 2008.
Apply $15.00 per market hog farrow to finish
or $10.00 per market hog or $5.00 per weaned
pig or feeder pig as a structural margin change
back to September 1, 2008 and apply to the
producers Agri Stability accounts. This will
allow more pork producers to qualify for
AgriStability and the 2008-2012 reference
margins can be used in calculations on a go
forward basis. Once the calculations are done
we can implement a MCool adjusted Targeted
Advance Payment immediately for all
producers, in all provinces.

3. Continue to fund longer term pork industry
initiatives through Growing Forward II
including:

i. Funds to assist marketing programs
through CPI

ii. Protection and enhancement of
Canada's swine health through the
Swine Health Board

iii. Traceability and zoning initiatives 
iv. Adoption of CPC's Hedge Proposal 
v. Enhancement of research through

Swine Innovation

4. Allow all APP loans and HILLRP loans to go
interest-only for a 2 year extension. Allow the
HLLRP to remain at 90% loan guarantee for an
extended period of an additional 2 years. Allow
new entrants to apply for HLLRP loans to
restructure their farms under the same terms
as the first HLLRP loans so that we have
enough capital for the increase in feed costs
and projected losses.

5. Establish a Joint Hog Industry /Government
Task Force to make  recommendations on the
necessary structural changes to ensure financial
and environmental sustainability for the
Canadian Pork Chain.

That the provincial Government:

1. Immediately implement a 2012 Short Term Hog
Loan of $30 per market hog and $20 per iso
wean for each producers’ inventory for the
period of July 1, 2012 to April 30, 2013.

2. Postpone principle and interest payments on all
hog producer loans for a period of one year.

3. Issue a statement of support for the industry
recognizing the importance of the livestock
sector in Saskatchewan. The livestock sector
has historically been an important sector of
Saskatchewan's economy, unfortunately the last
4 to 5 years have been difficult for the livestock
sector.  We feel it's important to state and
renew the support and confidence in the sector
for producers, the public and the entire
business community in Saskatchewan. 

PPrroovviinncciiaall  FFooccuuss  
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Following frequent correspondence and discussions
with the provincial government officials, it became
apparent by mid-October, that while they were
sympathetic to the plight of the industry, ad hoc hog 
industry assistance was not a high priority.  The
government cited low hog industry uptake on
existing agricultural programs, namely AgriStability
interim payments, and the Advance Payments
Program (APP) as one of the primary reasons, and
opted to take a wait and see approach.  

The provincial government pledged to make hog
producers a priority for AgriStability form
processing, and to contact all producers to
encourage them to apply for existing programs.
They also asked for Sask Pork's assistance in
encouraging producers to apply for existing
programs.   

Sask Pork strenuously argued that deficiencies in the
AgriStability and APP programs were the root cause
of the low uptake in these programs.  Statistics
demonstrating the ineffectiveness of the programs,
and the low number of producers expected to
benefit from either program were assembled, yet the
provincial government's commitment to these
ineffective programs was unwavering.

Ultimately, only a handful of AgriStability Interim
Payment and APP applications were submitted by
producers.  This, combined with somewhat improved
prices and margins weakened Sask Pork's argument
for additional support in 2012/2013.  

HHeeddggiinngg  PPrrooggrraamm
Over the past two years, one of Sask Pork's main
risk management policy initiatives has involved
advocating for increased government support for
private sector risk management.  Specifically, given
the challenging financial situation of much of the hog

industry, access to capital for hedging activities, and
margin calls specifically has been problematic.  In
cooperation with several other provinces and the
Canadian Pork Council, Sask Pork developed the
concept for a program which would provide a
government loan guarantee for margin calls, making it
easier for produces to obtain financing specifically for
this purpose.  

There is ongoing interest in the program by federal
and provincial governments in the concept and Sask
Pork continues to promote the concept.  In January,
2013, the federal government commissioned a study
to investigate the feasibility of a hedging program for
the Canadian hog industry.  The results of this study
are expected to be made public in late 2013.

PPiigg  CCooddee  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  RReevviieeww
The draft Code of Practice for Pigs was released this
summer with the public comment period ending
August 3.  Sask Pork held producer meetings in
Saskatoon and Swift Current with more than 80
producers representing 50% of Saskatchewan’s pork
production in attendance.  The meetings were held
to gain feedback on the draft Code for inclusion in
Sask Pork’s July 31, 2013 submitted comments to the
National Farm Animal Care Council. More than
4,700 comments on the draft Code were received by
NFACC.  It is expected that the Code will be
finalized by the end of 2013. 

Pig Code Review Meeting - Saskatoon
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EExxppoorrtt  FFooccuuss

1144

Canadian pork and pork by-products are exported
to more than 100 countries.  Exports account for
more than 50% of Canadian pork production. 

Total exports of all products in 2012 was 1,189,261
tonnes

Top Volume Markets ($000)

USA 981,113
Japan 877,591 
Russia 491,887
China 239,769
South Korea 129,252

Canada Pork International (CPI) Strategic Priorities:

MMaarrkkeett  AAcccceessss - multilateral/bilateral negotiations;
regulatory issues and advocacy; technical issues.

MMaarrkkeett  IInntteelllliiggeennccee  aanndd  MMeemmbbeerr  SSeerrvviicceess - trade
stats & trends, research, technical projects trade
listings/leads and member relations.

MMaarrkkeett  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt - identify market priorities;
investment in opportunities; trade shows, events and
seminars.

PPrroodduucctt  PPoossiittiioonniinngg  PPrroommoottiioonn - quality,
performance, safety, security, differentiation and
promotion.

In early 2012, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
published 2012 Stats Canada data for Canadian
Domestic Exports of Pork and Pork Products.
Canada exported 1,189,261 tonnes of pork,
representing a 3.2% increase in volume compared to
2011. 

Dollar value was 3.198 billion, almost equal to the
2011 dollar value of $3.205 billion.

(Source: Canada Pork International)

More information available at
www.canadapork.com
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CCaannaaddiiaann  QQuuaalliittyy  AAssssuurraannccee  ((CCQQAA®®))

There are 150 current registered units participating
in the CQA® program, which covers virtually all
hogs sold for slaughter in Saskatchewan.  The change
to the CQA® program incorporating the Animal
Care Assessment™ (ACA™) in 2012 has been
successful in Saskatchewan, with all CQA® farms
now registered in the ACA™.  At the end of the
three year phase-in late 2014, the ACA™ will be
built into the CQA® program and they will become
one program.

The project to review of parts of the CQA®
program has been completed.  The comparison to
the Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) system has
shown that the CQA® program is basically sound,
but will need some additional parts to be fully GFSI
compliant.  The electronic technology trial showed
that the concept has the potential to simplify the
data flow of the CQA® program.  It also has
significant potential in inter-program applications.
Adjusting the HACCP plan to fully account for
organic and outdoor production will require
significant changes, however.

CCaannaaddiiaann  RRaaccttooppaammiinnee--FFrreeee  PPoorrkk
CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm  

The Canadian Pork Council and the Canadian Meat
Council together with the CFIA developed the
Canadian Ractopamine-Free Pork Certification
Program (CRFPCP) to maintain exports of Canadian
pork to Russia.  A high level of monitoring is needed
for meat plants and individual producers to comply
with the Rosselkhoznadzor Federal Service for
Veterinary and Phytosanitary Surveillance of the
Russian Federation (FSVPS) requirements.  On-going
monitoring of producers will be done as a part the
CQA® program for those producers enrolled in the
CRFPCP.

NNeeeeddllee  FFrreeee  IInnjjeeccttiioonn  SSyysstteemmss

Sask Pork applied for and received funding for needle
free injection systems (NFIS) equipment purchase up
to 60 CQA® registered farms from the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, On Farm Food
Safety Program for the 2012/2013 government fiscal
year.  Sask Pork administers the pork industry NFIS
program for the Growing Forward OFFS provincial
program. Unfortunately, there were no applications
to this program to partially fund NFIS units due to
producers' difficult financial situation.

NNaattiioonnaall  SSwwiinnee  BBiioosseeccuurriittyy  PPrrooggrraamm

Producer participation in the National Swine
Biosecurity Program exceeded expectations.  The
program wrapped up March 31, 2013.  At that time,
16 training sessions were held with producers from
145 farms being trained.  138 farms completed their
farm assessments and follow-up veterinarian visit.
Over the life of the program, nearly $160,000 was
paid to producers for training, completing their farm
assessment and for a follow-up veterinary visit.  A
biosecurity Strategic Planning Session was held in
December to help determine the specific biosecurity
needs of Saskatchewan producers. 

TThhee  SSaasskkaattcchheewwaann  SSwwiinnee  OOnn--FFaarrmm
BBiioosseeccuurriittyy  PPrrooggrraamm

This program (SSOFBP), funded by the Saskatchewan
Ministry of Agriculture, was announced June 21, 2012
as a companion program to the National Swine
Biosecurity Program.  The SSOFBP had a total of
$150,000 available for a second follow-up veterinary
visit and biosecurity enhancements under Growing
Forward. 

PPrroodduucceerr  SSeerrvviicceess

1155 SS AA SS KK   PP OO RR KK   AA NN NN UU AA LL   RR EE PP OO RR TT   22 00 11 22   --   22 00 11 33



All farms that had received biosecurity training and
completed the assessment forms were eligible to
apply for a $300 payment to offset the cost of one
additional veterinary visit and up to $1,000 towards
equipment upgrades/purchases completed between
March 20, 2012 and February 28, 2013.  

This added funding was to assist pork producers in
implementing biosecurity sanitation improvements on
their farms.  At the close of the SSOFBP on March
31, 2013, 107 farms made application to the program
and were paid a total of $136,160.

PPRRRRSS  FFrreeee  HHeerrdd  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn  PPiilloott  PPrrooggrraamm

This project was undertaken to assess the feasibility
of certifying that farms are free from specific
diseases, in this case PRRS. Target groups for the
program include farms that sell feeder pigs, breeding
stock or any class of live pigs for export.  The
project wrapped with 92 farms having enrolled in
Saskatchewan, Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario and
Quebec.  Producers were paid for participating in
the program after submitting data.  

The project proved the concept to be workable.  A
second phase of the project has begun.  The project
was wholly funded by the Canadian Swine Health
Board.  

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  QQuuaalliittyy  AAssssuurraannccee  ((TTQQAA®®))

This year Sask Pork held 9 TQA® certification
training sessions with 43 attendees.  The Canadian
Livestock Transport (CLT) program is continuing the
renewal of the program which will be available and
offer training in person and on-line in late 2013.
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SSaasskk  PPoorrkk  CCoo--HHoossttss  PPrroodduucceerr  OOppeenn  HHoouussee
wwiitthh  TThhuunnddeerr  CCrreeeekk  PPoorrkk  --  MMoooossee  JJaaww,,  SSKK

Thunder Creek Pork invited producers to tour the
Moose Jaw processing plant on July 9, 2013. 

Media were also invited to the event which included
remarks from Thunder Creek Pork officials, The
Honourable Lyle Stewart, Minister of Agriculture,
and Sask Pork Chairman, Florian Possberg.

Sask Pork assisted with the logistics for the event
providing tents, a pulled pork lunch and
refreshments.  About 70 producers attended the
Open House.

The Honourable Lyle Stewart, Minister of Agriculture

Sask Pork Chairman Florian Possberg
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SSaasskkaattcchheewwaann  PPoorrkk  IInndduussttrryy  SSyymmppoossiiuumm  --
22001122

2012 marked the 35th year for Symposium.  Our
excellent slate of speakers delivered practical
information to help producers improve profitability
and what the future holds for the Canadian pork
industry.  Attendance was 220 over the two days.  

SSyymmppoossiiuumm  AAddvviissoorryy  CCoommmmiitttteeee  22001122

• Kim Browne, Sask Pork, Symposium Coordinator
• Joanne Burak - Hypor, a Hendrix Genetics Co.
• Ryan Epp - Big Sky Farms
• Mark Ferguson - Sask Pork
• Henry Gauvreau, DVM - Warman Veterinary 
Services 

• Neil Ketilson - Sask Pork
• Don Kolla - Cudworth Pork Investors Group
• Michel Lariviere - PIC Canada Ltd.
•  Brad Marceniuk - Saskatchewan Ministry of 
Agriculture

•  Bernardo Predicala, Prairie Swine Centre Inc.
• Paul Ulrich - Ulrich Pork Farms Ltd.
•  Harvey Wagner - Sask Pork
• Lee Whittington - Prairie Swine Centre Inc.

PPrraaiirriiee  SSwwiinnee  CCeennttrree  CCeelleebbrraatteess  2200  YYeeaarrss  ooff
IInnnnoovvaattiioonn

In conjunction with Saskatchewan Pork Industry
Symposium, Elanco, Pfizer Animal Health and Sask Pork
co-sponsored the Centre’s 20th Anniversary Research
Event Advancing the Science of Swine Production with
presentations on advances in animal care and nutrition,
barn design and environment and meat quality. 
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FFaarrmmssccaappee  RRaaddiioo  PPrrooggrraamm    

Farmscape, hosted by Bruce Cochrane, has been
broadcasting for 16 years.  Sask Pork and Manitoba
Pork Council co-sponsor the radio network airing
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

The program airs daily (Mon-Fri) on CKLQ Radio
Brandon, CFRY Radio Portage La Prairie, CJVR
Radio and CK750 Radio Melfort, CKSW Radio Swift
Current and XM105 Radio in Whitecourt, Alberta. 

AAggrriiccuullttuurree  iinn  tthhee  CCiittyy  22001133

The pork industry, other provincial agriculture
commodities,  Ag in the Classroom and the
Province of Saskatchewan formed the stakeholder
planning and advisory group for AITC 2013
Saskatoon held  April 13th at the Mall at Lawson
Heights.

The mall setting was a great location since it meant
nearly 10,000 visitors to the mall that day providing
exceptional opportunity to discuss pork production
with the general public. 

Special guest speakers including local agriculture
producers, The Honourable Gerry Ritz, the federal
Agriculture Minister and the Honourable Lyle
Stewart, Saskatchewan’s agriculture minister
contributed to promoting the local agriculture
community and how agriculture touches our lives
every day.

The trade show portion of the Ag in the City was
very well received by the public who were very
interested in modern farming practices. Kim
Browne, Harvey and Val Wagner hosted the pork
industry display.

Cooking demonstrations by local chefs featured
dishes prepared with locally grown foods.  

The event was administered by and received funding
from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada with
additional funding from the Saskatchewan Ministry
of Agriculture and participating commodities. 

AAggrrii--EEdduuccaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm

Sask Pork continued its participation in provincial
Agri-Ed events and with the assistance of the Prairie
Swine Centre graduate students and volunteers in
the province, provided manned pork displays with
live animals at AgEd shows in Lloydminster, Prince
Albert and Yorkton.

Our display at Chilling with Agriculture in Prince
Albert was hosted by grad student Millie Lemieux.
1241 students toured the Lloydminster AgEx pork
display which was managed by Sam Hardstaff,
Agriculture Manager, Lloydminister Exhibition.

HHuurrrryy  HHoogg  CCuurrlliinngg  RRiinnkk  DDeeccaallss  

The ice decal program continues to be popular with
the province’s curling clubs.  In our 7th year of
offering the program, 50 clubs ordered decals.

EE--FFoorruumm  NNeewwsslleetttteerr

Sask Pork’s quarterly newsletter is now distributed
electronically with printed copies available to
organizations who do not subscribe to email.

1199

CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  &&  PPrroommoottiioonn

SS AA SS KK   PP OO RR KK   AA NN NN UU AA LL   RR EE PP OO RR TT   22 00 11 22   --   22 00 11 33



FFaarrmm  AAnniimmaall  CCoouunncciill  ooff  SSaasskkaattcchheewwaann  
““WWee  CCaarree””  BBiillllbbooaarrdd  CCaammppaaiiggnn

Sask Pork was a sponsor of the 2013 outdoor
billboard campaign to educate consumers about
livestock and poultry production and responsible
animal care.  Additional campaign sponsors include
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture, bison,
cattle, chicken and egg industries.    

WWeesstteerrnn  CCoolllleeggee  ooff    VVeetteerriinnaarryy  MMeeddiicciinnee

Each year the animal production club students
organize a “lunch and learn” event to which Sask
Pork is invited to present.  This year’s event was
held November 9th and Harvey Wagner presented
Saskatchewan Pork Producers and the Pork Value
Chain to 60 students and faculty members. 

Sask Pork also had a pork display at the Vetavision
Open House in September 2012.  

CCaannaaddiiaann  WWeesstteerrnn  AAggrriibbiittiioonn
NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001122  --  RReeggiinnaa,,  SSKK

Sask Pork staff hosted an industry booth over the
week long event.  Information on pork production,
on-farm food safety and consumer resources were
distributed.  The pork industry was also a sponsor of
the International Reception.

CCrraammeerr  LLiivveessttoocckk  aanndd  NNuuttrriittiioonn  SShhooww

Sask Pork participated as a sponsor exhibitor at the
second annual Cramer Livestock show in Swift Current
on February 21, 2013.  This show is growing in
popularity and attracted 60+ exhibitors this year.

VVeetteerriinnaarriiaannss  WWiitthhoouutt  BBoorrddeerrss  

Sask Pork is also an ongoing supporter of the
Western College of Veterinary Medicine Vets
Without Borders program through the donation of
pulled pork for fundraising lunches.  This summer
students Ilse Dedden and Katie Nichol participated in
the program which offered education on the care
and health of pigs and goats and training of 7 new
paravets to provide basic veterinary care for the
animals. 

Photo 1 shows Kioshabie Dian who poses with her
very large and healthy pig.  The second photo is of a
community meeting in Kikokwa at which they passed
on a piglet to a new member.  
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DDoommeessttiicc  PPrroommoottiioonn

The proposed national domestic consumer program
has not been finalized at July 31, 2013.  A number of
provinces did continue to work together to
complete initiatives undertaken under Pork
Marketing Canada including redesign of the new Put
Pork on Your Fork national website, increasing social
media activities and the continuation of the Choose
Canadian retail label program.  It is anticipated the
new website will be operational by December 2013. 

Other regional/national consumer promotion
opportunities are being investigated relative to
developing a long-term strategy for domestic
consumer promotion.

RReeggiinnaa  HHoommee  EEccoonnoommiiccss  ffoorr  LLiivviinngg  PPrroojjeecctt

Sask Pork sponsored a second series of Healthy
Eating Workshop in May-June 2013.  15 registrants
participatied in the workshops, the majority of whom
were parents of small children who struggled with
food security concerns and a lack of knowledge
about cooking healthy meals on a budget. 

Measured outcomes of the workshops were: 

• All participants reported an increase in 
confidence with their kitchen skills.

• All participants reported becoming more aware of
healthy pork choices they can make in the grocery
store.

• 13 of 15 participants named and described two 
new recipes involving pork that they will try at 
home as a result of programming.

• 14 of 15 participants reported knowing little of 
the health benefits of pork before the workshops 
and all reported understanding the importance of 
incorporating pork into a well-balanced diet upon 
completing the workshop.

• Nearly all participants reported an increased 
desire to shop for pork related items in the 
grocery store as a result of attending the 
workshops.

RReettaaiilleerrss  aanndd  AAnniimmaall  WWeellffaarree

The revision of the Pig Codes of Pratice for Pigs by
the National Farm Animal Care Council resulted in
and increased focus on animal care and consumer
demand for humanely raised meat products and
sustainably grown foods.  

Representatives from Sask Pork and the Prairie
Swine Centre attended the Saskatoon and Regina
Federated Co-Operatives annual meetings in May to
speak to two resolutions being brought forward by
Co-Op members requesting Co-Op phase out the
sale of eggs and pork sourced from intensive
confinement cages.  Both resolutions were defeated.  

PPrriinntt  AAddvveerrttiissiinngg

RReeggiinnaa  LLeeaaddeerr  PPoosstt  --  MMaarrcchh  iiss  NNuuttrriittiioonn  MMoonntthh
FFeeaattuurree “Lean Pork - Nutrient Rich Fast Food”

SSaasskkaattoooonn  SSttaarr  PPhhooeenniixx  --  WWeellllnneessss  GGuuiiddee  --  JJuunnee
22001133  ---- Why Include Pork in Your Diet?

TThhee  PPoowweerr  ooff  CCaannaaddiiaann  SSwwiinnee  GGeenneettiiccss  --  July 2013
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WWeesstteerrnn  RReessttaauurraanntt  MMaaggaazziinnee  --  SSuummmmeerr  22001133

WWeesstteerrnn  GGrroocceerr  MMaaggaazziinnee  --  NNoovv//DDeecc  22001122  
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CCoonnssuummeerr  EEvveennttss  

GGaarrddeennssccaappee  BBBBQQ  CCooookkiinngg  SShhooww  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  SSaasskk
PPoorrkk

The BBQ Cooking Show featured Honey Bourbon
BBQ pork prepared by Doug Hyndford, Executive
Chef at the Saskatoon Inn.

Sask Pork was on hand to serve pork samples and
distribute samples and pork consumer resources.
About 100 people attended the presentation.

DDiissccoovveerr  SSaasskkaattcchheewwaann  ““WWee  EEaatt  LLooccaall””  EEvveenntt
--  RReeggiinnaa    

Sask Pork was a sponsor of the event and also
partnered with Leaning Maple Meats to demo fresh
pork products at the show.  The door prize
provided was a pork consumer package consisting of
a Slow Cooker, recipe booklets, oven mitts, pork
thermometer and $50 in fresh pork from Butcher’s
Best Meats in Regina.

JJooiinntt  FFoooodd  BBaannkk  DDoonnaattiioonn  bbyy  TThhuunnddeerr  CCrreeeekk
PPoorrkk  aanndd  SSaasskk  PPoorrkk  

In April 2013, Sask Pork and Thunder Creek Pork
partnered on an 1800 kg donation of boneless pork
collar butt to the provincial Food Banks Association.
The product was split between the Moose Jaw,
Saskatoon and Regina food banks.

The Saskatchewan Food Banks Association
Hungercount Report released in late 2012, indicated
almost 25,000 individuals were assisted by food
banks that year (up 38.7% since 2008).  Of those,
47.5% were under the age of 18 years.
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SSppoonnssoorrsshhiipp  &&  DDoonnaattiioonnss

SSppoonnssoorrsshhiippss  &&  DDoonnaattiioonnss

Saskatchewan Food Industry Development Centre
Annual Golf Tournament - August 16, 2012 - golf
prizes

Hypor Annual Golf Tournament - August 24, 2012
Door and golf prizes

Northeast Local Food Producers Open Farm Days
2012 Tours - August 25-26, 2012 - Sponsorship

Prairie Swine Centre 20th Anniversary “Pig Out”
Event - September 8, 2012 - Saskatoon Farmers’
Market - Sponsor and commodity exhibitor

MS Society 12th Annual Bike Tour - Waskesiu -
September 15, 2012 -- Donation of water bottles

National Convention of Crown Jewels of Canada
Society - September 20-23, 2012 - Door prize

Vetavision Open House - U of S -September 20-23,
2012 - Pork display/resource materials for swine
exhibit

7th Annual Sustainable Gourmet Dinner - September
22, 2012 - Saskatoon - Donation of Pork for dinner

Saskatchewan SPCA Animal Welfare Conference -
Saskatoon - September 28-30, 2012 - Gold level
sponsor and Pork luncheon sponsor.

24th Annual Grain Millers Harvest Showdown -
November 7-10, 2012 - Yorkton, SK - Agri-Ed swine
display,  resources and general sponsor

Canadian Western Agribition - International
Reception - November 2012

Farm Animal Council “Using Your Influential
Muscles” seminar - December 5, 2012 - Sponsor and
workshop participants

Saskatchewan Association of Rural Water Pipelines
Annual Seminar - December 4-5, 2012 - Saskatoon -
Sponsor and resources for delegates packages.

Kinsmen Telemiracle 37 - March 2-3, 2013 - Sponsor
of pork for volunteers’ meals

U of S College of Pharmacy and Nutrition -
Professional Enhancement Day - March 7, 2013 -
Sponsor and resources

Saskatchewan Meat Processors Association Annual
Meeting - March 9, 2013 - sponsor and door prizes

College of Agriculture Curling Bonspiel - March 30,
2013 - Donation of door prizes

Go Gourmet, Canadian Foundation for Dietetic
Research Celebrity Chef Event - April 26, 2013 -
Toronto - Co-sponsorship of Culinary Team Canada
(with Alberta, Manitoba and Ontario)

Farm Animal Council of Saskatchewan Annual  “We
Care” Billboard Campaign - April 2013

Saskatchewan Food Banks Donation of 1800 kg
Collar Butt fresh pork sourced from Thunder Creek
Pork - Distributed to Saskatoon, Prince Albert and
Moose Jaw local Food Banks - April 2013 

Western College of Veterinary Medicine Annual
Veterinarians Without Borders Annual Fundraiser -
Sponsor and donation of pork for pulled pork
fundraiser - April 9, 2013

Saskatchewan Outstanding Young Farmers Program -
May 2013 - Sponsor
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Gardenscape Outdoor Living Show - March 22-28,
2013 - Sponsor of Pork BBQ Demonstrations and
Product Tasting

Discover Saskatchewan “We Eat Local” show - May
20-11, 2013 - Regina, SK - Sponsor and door prizes.
Provided financial support for Leaning Maple Meats, a
local meat processor, and exhibitor, who sampled
smoked pork chops, beer sticks and bacon on behalf
of Sask Pork.  

Agriculture in the Classroom - 2013-2013
Membership

Prince George B.C. Wellness Conference - provided
nutrition and consumer resources for 250 delegates’
packages - June 8, 2013

1st annual Great Saskatchewan Bacon Festival - June
15, 2013 - Fundraiser for the Mural Wall Project for
the Kipling Youth Centre and local Food Bank -
Sponsor, door prizes and consumer resources

Shaunavon 100th Anniversary Celebration and Hog
Roast - July 20, 2013 - Sponsor, door prizes and
pork consumer resources

Upper Qu’Appelle Water Conveyance Tour - Moose
Jaw - July 2013
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2012/2013 was yet another difficult year for producers.  Despite relatively strong pricing, a drought in the
U.S. caused feed costs to reach historic highs, once again resulting in poor margins for much of the year.
However, indications are that the 2013/2014 crop appears to be very good, leading to optimism of better
margins through next year. Strong prices for 2013/2014 are also expected, in part due to the Porcine
Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) in the U.S. 

Between August 2012 and July 2013, hog prices in Saskatchewan averaged $153.41/ckg, which was
significantly above the ten-year average of $135.42/ckg. Starting in the spring of 2013, outbreaks of PED,
which causes high mortality in nursing pigs were being tracked in the U.S.   The expectation of smaller hog
supplies along with strong demand for pork strengthened prices through the summer and futures through
the coming winter months.  

The Canadian dollar remained relatively stable in 2012/2013, averaging 0.99, which is the same as the
previous year, and represents the second highest exchange rate in recent history.  However, the dollar did
decline significantly throughout the year providing some reason for optimism.  In September, 2012, the
exchange rate averaged 1.02, but by July, it was down to 0.96, which supported prices through the spring and
summer months.    

SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  TTrreennddss
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Feed prices in 2012/2013 reached record highs as a historic drought in the Midwest U.S. reduced the U.S.
supply of feed grains by 38 million tonnes (12%), and subsequently resulted in a spike in western Canadian
grain prices.  Saskatchewan feed wheat prices increased by 25% to $254.54/tonne while feed barley prices
increased 23% to $223.03/tonne, and feed peas increased 28% to $228.56/tonne over the previous year.
The run-up in feed prices challenged the economics of western Canadian hog production, leading to record
highs in the overall cost of production.  However, on a positive note, expectations of excellent North
American crops in 2013 have already started weakening feed prices as of July, 2013.  

SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  TTrreennddss
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In 2012, Saskatchewan produced a total of 2,061,607 pigs, which was down by 5,411 animals from 2011.
Feeder pig exports were up by 2% to 270,257 pigs.  Market hog production declined by 5,772 animals, while
marketings of sows and breeding stock declined by 4,951 animals.  

In 2012, a total of 90 producers marketed hogs produced at 157 active premises across the province.  This is
a decline of three producers over the previous year.  Saskatchewan's producer base has remained relatively
stable since 2010 when 99 producers marketed hogs.  

SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  TTrreennddss
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According to Statistics Canada, as of January 1, 2013 Saskatchewan's breeding herd declined by 1,300 sows
over the previous year and stands at 89,100 animals.  The entire Canadian herd declined by 8,900 sows and
bred gilts over the same time period.  

2299

The total number of pigs produced in Canada declined in 2012.  Eastern Canadian production decreased by
296,600 animals and stands at just over 13.5 million pigs, while western Canada's production increased by
166,200 animals and sits at just over 13.3 million pigs.  Saskatchewan remains the 5th largest pork producing
province in Canada behind Manitoba, Quebec, Ontario, and Alberta.   

SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  TTrreennddss
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Checkoff data indicates that Saskatchewan produced 1,791,350 market hogs, cull sows, and breeding stock in
2012.  In all, 162,991 animals produced in Saskatchewan were slaughtered locally in the province.  Of the
remainder, 1,143,516 were transported to Manitoba for slaughter, while 418,320 animals were transported
to Alberta for slaughter, and 66,523 were exported to the U.S.   

In 2012, live hog exports from Canada to the U.S. were down.   According to Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada, approximately 4.8 million feeder pigs were exported from Canada to the United States in 2012
down 0.1% from the previous year.  Canadian Market hog exports to the U.S. were 882,016, down by
138,293 animals from the previous year.   

In 2012, the total Canadian slaughter increased by 23,000 animals to 21.1 million animals. Slaughter increased
in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and the Atlantic region, and declined in all other provinces. Saskatchewan's hog
slaughter increased by 11,200 animals as 213,000 hogs were slaughtered in the province in 2012.  

SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  TTrreennddss
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Canadian live hog exports have declined sharply since the Country of Origin labelling laws came into force in
2008.  There has been no resolution to the ongoing trade dispute.   The U.S. continues to ignore rulings
issued by the WTO panel in 2011 and appellate body in 2012 that country of origin labelling rules violates
trade rules.  Canada is currently considering retaliatory action.  

SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  TTrreennddss
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MMaannaaggeemmeenntt''ss  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy

To Saskatchewan Pork Producers:

Management is responsible for the preparation and presentation of the accompanying financial statements, including
responsibility for significant accounting judgments and estimates in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for
not-for-profit organizations.  This responsibility includes selecting appropriate accounting principles and methods, and
making decisions affecting the measurement of transactions in which objective judgment is required.

In discharging its responsibilities for the integrity and fairness of the financial statements, management designs and
maintains the necessary accounting systems and related internal controls to provide reasonable assurance that
transactions are authorized, assets are safeguarded and financial records are properly maintained to provide reliable
information for the preparation of financial statements.

The Board of Directors (the "Board") is composed entirely of Directors who are neither management nor employees
of the Organization.  The Board is responsible for overseeing management in the performance of its financial reporting
responsibilities, and for approving the financial information included in the annual report.  The Board fulfils these
responsibilities by reviewing the financial information prepared by management and discussing relevant matters with
management and external auditors.

Twigg & Company, an independent firm of Chartered Accountants, is appointed by the Board to audit the financial
statements and report directly to the members, their report follows.  The external auditors have full and free access
to, and meet periodically and separately with, both the Board and management to discuss their audit findings.

October 30, 2013

_________________________                                          __________________________
Management                                                                      Management     

AAuuddiitteedd  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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Twigg & Company
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

650 REGENCY CENTRE
333-26TH STREET EAST
SASKATOON, SK  S7K 0L4

TELEPHONE (306) 244-0808
FACSIMILE    (306) 244-0004
www.twiggandcompany.com

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  AAuuddiittoorrss''  RReeppoorrtt

To the Board of Directors of Sask Pork.

RReeppoorrtt  oonn  tthhee  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Sask Pork, which comprise the statement of
financial position as at July 31, 2013, July 31, 2012 and August 1, 2011 and the statements of operations,
changes in net assets, cash flows, and schedule of travel expenses for the years ended July 31, 2013 and July
31, 2012, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information. 

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt''ss  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ffoorr  tthhee  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal control
as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from
material misstatements, whether due to fraud or error. 

AAuuddiittoorrss''  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted
our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that
we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about amounts and disclosures in the
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on our judgement, including the assessment of the
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those
risk assessments, we consider internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of
the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit
also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements. 

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinion. 

OOppiinniioonn
In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Sask
Pork as at July 31, 2013, July 31, 2012 and August 1, 2011 and the results of its operations and cash flows for
the years ended July 31, 2013 and July 31, 2012 in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-
for-profit organizations. 

October 30,  2013 Chartered Accountants

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  FFiinnaanncciiaall  PPoossiittiioonn
as at July 31, 2013
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SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  OOppeerraattiioonnss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  CChhaannggeess  iinn  NNeett  AAsssseettss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  CCaasshh  FFlloowwss
For the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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NNootteess  ttoo  FFiinnaanncciiaall  SSttaatteemmeennttss
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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SScchheedduullee  ooff  TTrraavveell  EExxppeennsseess
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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PPaayyeeee  LLiisstt

The Agri-Food Council requires Sask Pork to disclose in their annual report significant payments made over
the course of the year.  Payments in excess of $35,000 made to a single organization are as follows:

502 on 45th Trade Centre $     50,775
Genetiporc $     69,308 
Canadian Pork Council $   283,734
Manitoba Pork Council $     51,794
CIBC Visa $     60,961
Prairie Swine Centre $   314,105

RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrroojjeeccttss  FFuunnddeedd  ffrroomm  HHoogg  CChheecckk--OOffff

22001122--22001133
Project Name RReesseeaarrcchheerrss FFuunnddiinngg

Prairie Swine Centre Inc. Various $  302,500

SaskMilk - CAAP Project #S54-C Various 3,000  
- Commercialization of Canadian Feed Research Centre Research Capacity

Swine Innovation Porc 14,729 *

Total $  320,229

* Payments made to Canadian Pork Council at the rate of 2.5 cents/market hog and ½ cent/weanling

DDiisscclloossuurree  ooff  PPaayymmeennttss  
for the year ended July 31, 2013
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DDiirreeccttoorrss’’  RReemmuunneerraattiioonn
as at July 31, 2013
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AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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AAUUDDIITTOORRSS''  RREEPPOORRTT

To Saskatchewan Pork Producers:

We have examined the financial statements of Sask Pork for the year ended July 31, 2013 and have issued
our report thereon dated October 30, 2013.  We have examined the system of internal control as at July 31,
2013 and have issued our report to you dated October 30, 2013. We have also made an examination to
determine whether Sask Pork complied with specified legislative and related authorities pertaining to its
financial reporting, safeguarding agency resources, spending, revenue-raising, borrowing and investing
activities during the year ended July 31, 2013 and have issued our report to you dated October 30, 2013.

Our examinations were made in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, and
accordingly included such tests and other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.  In
those instances, if any, that our study and evaluation of internal control disclosed conditions indicating that
internal controls were inadequate or not complied with, substantive tests were performed to detect any
case in which:

1) any officer or employee of Sask Pork has willfully or negligently omitted to collect or receive public 
money belonging to the Crown;

2) there has been a deficiency or loss to the Crown through the fraud, default or mistake of any person;
and

3) an expenditure was made which was not properly vouchered or certified.

During the course of these examinations, nothing came to our attention that would indicate to us that:

1) any officer or employee of Sask Pork has willfully or negligently omitted to collect or receive public 
money belonging to the Crown;

2) there has been a deficiency or loss to the Crown through the fraud, default or mistake of any person;
and

3) an expenditure was made which was not properly vouchered or certified.

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
October 30, 2013 Chartered Accountants

AAuuddiittoorrss’’  RReeppoorrtt
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NNootteess
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