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Through leadership and collaboration, foster a positive business
environment that sustains our global competitiveness and high
standards for on-farm production while stimulating long-term
growth and investment in the Saskatchewan pork industry. 

MISSION

VISION
Helping producers achieve excellence in sustainable and profitable
pork production.
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Sask Pork is an agency established under the Agri-Food Council and
complies with the provisions of The Agri-Food Act, 2004, The Agri-
Food Regulations 2004, and The Pork Industry Development Plan
Regulations, 2013 pertaining to its financial reporting, safeguarding
public resources, spending, revenue raising, borrowing and investing
activities. 

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE
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CHAIRMAN'S
MESSAGE

This can largely be attributed to the situation
in Quebec where the backup of market
ready hogs has increased carcass weights
north of 120kgs. This is a massive problem
caused in part by Covid-19 and labour
shortages that won’t be solved anytime
soon.

The west had its own challenges with the
Olymel plant temporarily shutting for several
weeks due to a Covid-19 outbreak, causing a
minor backlog of market hogs that was,
thankfully, quickly cleared up by the end of
April. This was followed by a record dry
summer that resulted in one of the worst
droughts ever recorded, pushing feed grain
costs to unimaginable highs. While strong
prices helped offset some of the sharp
increases, our focus now needs to be on the
upcoming year and how to manage with
higher feed costs firmly entrenched.

Sask Pork continues to focus on the priorities
and issues that producers face in an
everchanging world. Over the past year,
animal welfare, traceability, disease
prevention and preparedness, and pricing
continue to be very active files receiving
attention from your representatives, both
provincially and nationally. I encourage you
to reach out to your directors and staff as
we always welcome ideas or concerns as
we work on your behalf to represent and
continue to develop the pork industry in the
province. 

In closing, I want to thank producers and
staff for your dedication and support to the
industry and organization over the past year. 

Sincerely,

Casey Smit
Board Chair

The past year was a mixed bag of highs and
lows for Saskatchewan hog producers. We
experienced exceptional returns for our hogs
that came very close to what we received in
2014 when PEDv in the U.S. created a massive
shortfall of pigs, driving prices up to
unprecedented highs. This time around, the
price increase was driven by a combination
of global and domestic events. 

Canadian exports to date are down 1.7% YTD
which, in the grand scheme of things, is not
too bad. Canadian exporters compete in a
global market against some very fierce
competition and, despite a stronger dollar
compared to last year, still managed to gain
market share in the U.S., Mexico and
Philippines. In fact, exports to the Philippines
increased more than 400% this year. This
kept pork moving out of the country despite
Covid-19 setbacks at slaughter plants and 
other disruptive events throughout the year.

Domestically, the slaughter numbers were
down marginally at 1.9% but pork production
was up largely due to increased carcass
weights that were up 3.4% to 108kgs. 

S A S K  P O R K  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 14



 GENERAL
MANAGER'S

MESSAGE

made 2020/2021 a year to remember. Looking
back at the stats, index 100 prices in the
province between August 1, 2020 to July 31, 2021
averaged $187.93/ckg, which came very close
to breaking the all-time record returns
experienced in 2014. The past year also saw
significant and historic changes to your pricing
formulas, with the pork cutout and reasonable
price floors now being included in many
contracts. This is a significant risk
management tool that producers have never
before benefited from. On the revenue side at
least, the future is bright for hog production in
the province! 

I am happy to report that the national Pork
Promotion and Research Agency (PPRA) was
officially created this past November. The
Agency has worked on developing its
administration, and setting priorities and
strategic goals. Over a decade of planning and
preparation went into founding this new
agency, which will permit the pork industry to
collect a levy on imported pork products to
promote and market pork and conduct
research, benefiting producers across Canada.        

As always, our core work of promoting and
developing the Saskatchewan industry,
lobbying, delivering a robust research program,
encouraging pork consumption, and delivering
many programs and services on your behalf
continued uninterrupted. Though in-person
events were not always possible this year, we
continued to find innovative ways of
connecting with the public, and engaging
producers.   

In closing, I would like to thank the Board of
Directors for their leadership and guidance.
Thanks also to our staff who continue to do
excellent work on behalf of producers and the
industry. Finally, I want to acknowledge the
contribution of Kim Browne, who retired in
September after 22 years of dedicated service
to the industry and the organization.

Mark Ferguson
General Manager

As we look back on another busy year, the
profound impact that weather, specifically
rainfall, can have on our industry is clear. The
historic drought and hot temperatures that 
we experienced this spring and summer in
western Canada may go down as the worst 
in Saskatchewan history and will have a long-
term significant impact on feed availability
and pricing. 

Hog farms were also tested by slaughter plant
disruptions due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. While these were stressful times,
the short-term nature of the shutdowns as 
well as collaboration with processors to fit in
hog deliveries meant that most farms were
not left holding hogs for too long. Further, with
rising markets throughout most of the year,
many producers holding back hogs and
feeding to higher carcass weights were
rewarded with higher prices.  

Despite the obvious challenges, great hog
market conditions over the past 12 months
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2.2
MILLION

pigs produced
on 147 farms across

Saskatchewan

1,850,000 market weight hogs sold

Saskatchewan remains the 5th
largest pork producing
province in Canada  

1. Manitoba 
2. Ontario
3. Quebec
4. Alberta
5. Saskatchewan  

in funding for research 
& innovation

$358,000

new 
recipes 

developed

index 100 hog prices 
the second highest 

on record

farms transitioned to
the Canadian Pork
Excellence Program58

 45 NEW PREMISES
REGISTERED

22 trainees completed the 
online Transportation Quality

Assurance Program (TQA)

6 Ask the Expert
videos with celebrity
cookbook authors 
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NEARLY 70% OF 
THE PORK 

PRODUCED 
IN CANADA IS 

EXPORTED TO... 

9
30+ volunteers at

Kinsmen Telemiracle
received a meal of

Saskatchewan ham

100

4.1
MILLION

impressions on 
6 social media channels 

54,066 
pigs in group 
sow housing

meetings & events
attended on 

behalf of 
producers 

331 registrants from
19 countries

attended
Symposium 2020

virtually

consumer promotion
on 5 radio stations

across
Saskatchewan

sows & bred guilts in
Saskatchewan’s breeding herd

$25,000 IN PORK DONATED
TO FOOD BANKS

IN REVIEW

328

Saskatchewan
producers who produce
over 50,000 hogs a year

102,900

countries
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INDUSTRY
REPRESENTATION

SASK PORK STAFF

General 
Manager

Producer Services 
& On-Farm 
Food Safety

MARK
FERGUSON

RAVNEET 
KAUR

Missing from photos: Kim Browne (retired) & Shawn Halter

JESSICA
PODHORDESKI

PATTY 
RILEY
Financial

Administrator
Community

Relations

CANADIAN PORK COUNCIL (CPC)/
NATIONAL

Board of Directors: Casey Smit
Advocacy Committee: Casey Smit
Business Risk Management Committee:
Casey Smit / Mark Ferguson
Canada Pork International: Dickson Gould
On Farm Programs – Provincial Coordinator
Committee: Ravneet Kaur
Codes of Practice Committee: Casey Smit
National Communications Group: 
Kim Browne
PigTrace Implementation Team: 
Mark Ferguson / Ravneet Kaur
PigTrace Policy Committee: 
Casey Smit (Chair)
Pork Promotion & Research Agency (PPRA):
Mark Ferguson
Swine Innovation Porc: Dickson Gould

INDUSTRY COMMITTEES & BOARDS

Agricultural Producers Association of
Saskatchewan - Livestock Committee: 
Shawn Halter
African Swine Fever Western Area Steering
Committee: Mark Ferguson 
     ·Destruction and Disposal: Ravneet Kaur
     ·Event Management & Communication:                      
      Ravneet Kaur    
     ·Permitting and Zoning: Mark Ferguson
Agriculture in the Classroom:
Jessica Podhordeski
Canadian Western Swine Health Intelligence
Network: Mark Ferguson / Ravneet Kaur
CFIA African Swine Fever Communications
Working Group: Kim Browne
Farm and Food Care Saskatchewan Board 
of Directors: Jay McGrath
Feed Innovation Institute, U of S: 
Mark Ferguson
AAFC Government and Industry Hog Supply
Working Group: Dickson Gould
Prairie Swine Centre Board of Directors:
Mark Ferguson
Saskatchewan Feral Pig Working Group: 
Mark Ferguson
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In response to the escalating federal
carbon tax, Sask Pork, in collaboration with
Alberta Pork, conducted a survey of pork
producers in Saskatchewan and Alberta to
estimate the impact of the tax on farms.
The survey asked producers with metered
barns to share their electricity and heating
usage, along with any propane usage and
the distance traveled to market hogs. 

The results of the Saskatchewan survey
found that for 2021, the carbon tax cost per
pig marketed averaged $1.06/hog, though
there was a wide variation in energy use
between barns as the tax ranged from
$0.49/hog to $2.01/hog. For most farms,
the heating source (natural gas or
propane) makes up the majority of the
carbon tax paid. Assuming energy
consumption remains the same, by 2030
when the tax is expected to be $170 per
tonne of CO2 equivalent, the average
carbon tax impact will increase to $4.50
per pig marketed.

The results of this study were sent out to
the participants and published in an
article in the Western Hog Journal.  

 

INDUSTRY
DEVELOPMENT

PROCESSINGCARBON TAX SURVEY
In 2020, Donald’s Fine Foods announced it
was exploring the feasibility of converting
the former XL Foods beef plant in Moose
Jaw, SK to a sow processing facility.
Additional sow processing capacity would
be a significant benefit for the western
Canadian pork industry. Producers
currently export the vast majority of their
cull sows to the United States for
processing. With a Moose Jaw sow
processing plant, western Canadian
producers would benefit from higher
prices for sows thanks to reduced
transport costs, greater ability to deliver
direct, improved biosecurity, and the
alleviation of border closure risks. In 2021,
Donald’s announced it was moving
forward with its investment, targeting a
2022 completion date. Donald’s has also
filed a $12.7 million building permit with the
City of Moose Jaw. 
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In 2021, Sask Pork renewed publishing
swine cost of production results for
Saskatchewan based on the cost of
production model. This information and
methodology are published quarterly on
the Sask Pork website and can be used by
existing producers and those considering
building or buying a barn to understand
the economics and profitability of the
industry specifically in Saskatchewan. 

PRICING COST OF PRODUCTION MODEL
Sask Pork, along with the other provincial
pork boards, and the CPC continue to
explore Canadian hog pricing
transparency and formulas, as well as
mandatory price reporting for live hogs.
Several western Canadian plants have
incorporated the U.S. carcass cutout into
their pricing formulas over the past year,
as well as incorporated permanent pricing
floors, so progress is being made in the
area of improving formulas. The provinces
and the CPC are also collaborating on
drafting a business case for Canadian
mandatory price reporting for pork cuts.    

s a s k p o r k . c o m
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For 2020/2021, the impact of COVID-19
persisted, and continued to impact the
production, trade, and logistics of pork
products in the form of transportation
logistics issues and market access.  

Canada annually exports pork products to
over 100 countries. Export sales account for
nearly 70% of the pork produced in the
country. In 2020, Canada exported
approximately 1.48 million tonnes of pork
with a value of $5.1 billion.

In 2021, China displaced Japan as
Canada’s top market for pork in terms of
total dollar value with $1.65 billion in sales.
The U.S. has also been displaced by China
as Canada’s largest market for pork in
terms of quantity with 610,000 tonnes
shipped. Exports to China increased by
and astounding 170% in 2020. Exports to
Mexico decreased by 37%, while exports to
South Korea decreased by 12%.

2020 TOP EXPORT MARKETS

COUNTRY          VALUE               QUANTITY
                         (thousands)    (tonnes)

China                $1,644,759        609,655
Japan               $1,439,674         255,226
United States    $1,263,259           311,203
Mexico              $   178,050          107,286
South Korea     $   149,429           38,694

EXPORT
& TRADE

Zoning is an internationally recognized tool
used to help manage diseases and
facilitate international trade. If a case of
ASF is identified, geographic boundaries
are defined to contain the outbreak. The
area within these geographic boundaries
form the Primary Control Zone(s)
established in accordance with the World
Organization for Animal Health (OIE)
guidelines. The areas outside of these
Primary Control Zone(s) are considered
disease-free zones.

Zoning arrangements have previously
been established with the U.S. and the EU.
On June 22, 2021, Singapore announced
that it had agreed to an ASF zoning
arrangement with Canada. This means
that restrictions on the import of
Canadian pork and pork products into
Singapore, valued at CAD $10 million per
year, would only be limited to the areas
within the Primary Control Zone(s), once
established, if a case of ASF were to be
found in Canada.

Canada continues to negotiate zoning
agreements with other trading partners,
including Vietnam and Japan. Each new
agreement is a positive step in Canada's
prevention and preparedness efforts
related to ASF.

AFRICAN SWINE FEVER (ASF)
ZONING
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CANADIAN QUALITY ASSURANCE
(CQA®) AND CANADIAN PORK
EXCELLENCE PigSAFE | PigCARE
(PS|PC)

There are currently 147 registered units
participating in the CQA® | ACA / PigSAFE |
PigCARE (PS|PC) programs, which include
all hogs sold to federal slaughter plants
from Saskatchewan. Producers are
gradually transitioning to the PigSAFE |
PigCARE (PS|PC) programs. To date, there
are 58 farms on the program.

With the implementation deadline
extended to January 2024, sites that have
not joined the (PS|PC) programs yet can
remain and complete full validations on the
CQA® | ACA program for their 2021 & 2022
validations. These farms must do a full PS |
PC Validation for 2023. Sites can join the
(PS|PC) programs earlier than 2023 by
doing a full CPE Validation at the time of
their anniversary.

TRACEABILITY

Sask Pork continues to provide support for
PigTrace on behalf of the Canadian Pork
Council for producers in Saskatchewan. 

PRODUCER SERVICES &
ON-FARM PROGRAMS

Sask Pork's primary respsonsibility is
registering new producers, production units
and slaughter plants, obtaining PIDs, creating
PigTrace accounts, and assisting
stakeholders with identifiers and tags. Sask
Pork also assists producers and abattoirs as
needed with movement reporting. 

Between Aug 1, 2020 and July 31, 2021
producers reported 25,136 movement events
involving 5.9 million individual animals. We
registered 45 new premises in this time
period. Saskatchewan producers are to be
commended for their active commitment
and participation in this program.

ASSURANCE SYSTEM 
PRODUCER REBATE PROGRAM 
The Assurance System Producer Rebate
Program was launched by the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture in 2018.
The rebate program, under Canadian
Agriculture Partnership, focuses on animal
welfare for livestock producers and
biosecurity for both plant and livestock
producers. The program covers 50% of
eligible expenses to a maximum program
payment of $15,000 per operation.
Applications for rebate must be received on
or before Dec 31, 2022.
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PRODUCER SERVICES

CANADIAN SWINE TRAINING
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
This project is funded by the Agri Marketing
Program under the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership (CAP). Between CAP funding 
and Canadian Pork Council’s contribution, 
$1.6 million is available for training resource
development between October 2019-March
2023. 

The project is consolidating existing training
tools and developing new resources and 
tools identified as priorities by the pork sector.
Priorities, plans, and resources are reviewed by
provincial pork development boards, including
Sask Pork, pork producers, and veterinary
representatives. The training resources are
available to all Canadian pork producers.

C
F

15

Training resources developed this year:: 

8

1

5

1

biosecurity training videos

fact sheets on the new humane
transport regulations

training videos on fitness-
for-transport

Small Scale Farming Manual & Top
10 Guide available at www.casv-
acvp.com/small-scale-pig-
farming

training video on euthanasia
available through Sask Pork
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WILD BOAR
Wild pigs are not native to Canada and are
considered an invasive species. They
damage private property and have a
serious impact on native plants and wild
animals due to their feeding habits and
reproductive capability. Feral pigs can carry
diseases that can be transmitted to and
from domestic livestock, wildlife, and even
humans. They are known to carry African
Swine Fever, a serious disease, which if
introduced into domestic or feral population
swine, would cause financial and economic
losses for Canadian hog producers. 

Sask Pork operates the 1-833-PIG-SPOT
hotline. Through this initiative 8 credible wild
boar sightings were reported to the
provincial wild boar control program
operated by Saskatchewan Crop Insurance. 

C
F

Photo courtesy: Dr Ryan Brook, 
University of Saskatchewan

Sask Pork also participates in the provincial
feral pig working group which supports the
monitoring, surveillance, control, and
eradication efforts of this invasive species.

In 2020/2021, Sask Pork collaborated with the
government of Saskatchewan in supporting
an emergency use registration application
for a novel feral swine bait, HOGGONE®
meSN® to the Federal Pest Management
Regulatory Agency (PMRA).  HOGGONE®
contains sodium nitrite which is an approved
food preservative in low doses, but which kills
pigs quickly when ingested. This product has
been approved in Australia and is currently
undergoing the EPA approval process in the
U.S, and, if approved, would be a valuable
tool for provincial hunt teams to have at their
disposal in Saskatchewan.  
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SWINE 
HEALTH

PORCINE EPIDEMIC DIARRHEA
PREPAREDNESS (PED) 
Saskatchewan farms remained free of
Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea (PED) in
2020/2021. The on-farm, transport, and
market biosecurity efforts by all stakeholders
prevented the introduction of this costly
disease.

Sask Pork organizes and administers a
Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea Virus (PEDv) and
Swine Delta Coronavirus Surveillance
program (SDCoV). Two registered veterinary
technologists were contracted to collect
samples at two primary high-traffic sites; a
deadstock assembly site and an abattoir.
Additional sites tested included feed mills,
truck washes, and abattoirs, as well as some
transport vehicles. 373 samples were
submitted to Prairie Diagnostic Services for
testing. 

There is no evidence that PEDv and/or
SDCoV is present in swine in Saskatchewan
at this time. Producers and transporters were
reminded that high-traffic site, such as
auction markets, assembly yards, abattoirs,
and scrape-out sites, are potential sources
of contamination. Following proper
biosecurity practices remains imperative
when delivering animals to high traffic sites.
Contingency planning and funding are in
place. 

Alberta and Manitoba were also PED
negative.
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PORCINE EPIDEMIC 
DIARRHEA (PED) 
RESEARCH
A prairie-wide collaborative study has
been launched to determine if PED in
manure from infected lagoons is capable
of causing disease or virus shedding in
piglets. The study is being undertaken in
Manitoba and Alberta, due to previous
outbreaks in those provinces. For the first
phase, samples were collected from
Manitoba’s infected lagoons at differing
lengths of time and pump outs since initial
PED infection and then exposing live pigs
to the manure. 

Results indicated that the lagoon manure
did not contain infectious PED. The trial was
conducted in the biosafety containment
level 3 facilities at Saskatoon’s Vido-
InterVac. The second phase of the study is
being conducted in Fall 2021. 

Sask Pork secured funding for its share of
the project through the Ministry of
Agriculture’s Canadian Agricultural
Partnership. 

CWSHIN is a surveillance system embedded
in an intelligence network that serves
western swine producers, swine herd
practitioners and provincial governments. It
helps detect emerging swine health issues
early and provides evidence of the absence
of federally reportable diseases to support
international trade.

CWSHIN is funded by provincial
governments, Sask Pork, Alberta Pork,
Manitoba Pork, and BC Pork. These
organizations also participate in the
technical working group and provide
technical and administrative support.

CWSHIN receives data from veterinary
practitioners, provincial diagnostic labs and
federal abattoirs. This year, CWSHIN, in
collaboration with Western Canadian
Association of Swine Veterinarians,
organized an eight-week ASF session for
swine practitioners across Western Canada.
CWSHIN also started two new projects under
the ‘Targeted Emerging Health Issue
Investigation’ activity. The projects focused
on ASF risk analysis that started in March
2021 and the first lab investigation on
Streptococcus.

CWSHIN communicates its findings through
quarterly reports, e-newsletters, and
conferences. The reports are posted at
cwshin.ca.

CANADA WEST SWINE HEALTH
INTELLIGENCE NETWORK 
(CWSHIN)

GROUP SOW HOUSING
CONVERSIONS
To meet the needs of North American
processors committed to sourcing pork
exclusively from stall-free systems in the
future, Canadian pork producers continue
to transition to group sow housing.
Saskatchewan pork producers now have
54,066 sows managed in groups. Several
farms are either in the process of
rebuilding/undergoing renovations or
have committed to transition over the
next couple of years. 

This complex transition process requires
significant investment. The Canadian Pork
Council (CPC) estimates that by 2024,
around 60% of sows will be housed in
group sow housing systems in Canada. 
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As part of preparing for an ASF outbreak,
the CFIA, in collaboration with the four
western provincial Ministries of Agriculture,
provincial pork boards and multiple swine
industry stakeholders hosted an event
management and communication, and
western area movement and permitting
table top exercise. The primary objectives
were to open the lines of communications
for a multi-agency collaborative
approach and finalize the processes and
procedures for the acceptance and
prioritization of requests for the movement
of animals and/or things (under a license
or permit) respectively.

AFRICAN
SWINE 
FEVER

The newly launched CanSpotASF
enhances Canada’s existing surveillance
program as well as the ability to detect
ASF rapidly. ASF rule-out testing can be
initiated by the diagnosticians at Canadian
Animal Health Surveillance Network,
approved laboratories such as Prairie
Diagnostic Services, as well as by herd
practitioners. All samples submitted for
analysis have tested negative thus far.
Next steps will be adding other screening
tools such as risk-based surveillance from
abattoirs, increased veterinary presence
and sampling on small-scale swine farms,
and collecting samples from wild pigs. 

PLANNING AND 
PREPAREDNESS

DIAGNOSTICS AND
SURVEILLANCE

African swine fever (ASF) continues to
spread across central Asia, including
China and several European countries.
Until recently, North America was free of
this disease but with the detection of ASF
in Dominican Republic, enhanced
international, national and regional
cooperation including a strong
partnership between industry and
veterinary services has become critical.
Sask Pork, along with other members of
the Canadian Pork Council (CPC),
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA),
industry and government representatives
continue to work collaboratively on both
national and provincial level to address
various aspects of this disease, such as
destruction and disposal, event
management and communication,
permits and zoning, market and financial
assistance, and wild pigs.
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RESEARCH &
INNOVATION

ONGOING RESEARCH PROJECTS

YOU ARE EXPLORING ENVIRONMENTALLY
SAFE SWINE DISPOSAL METHODS 

Approximately 85% of Saskatchewan has geology
suitable for the burial of deadstock, but that still means
15% of the province may not be suitable. This project is
determining if above ground burial is a viable option for
disposal of deadstock in those locations. This initiative
has significant economic and logistic implications for
deadstock, which could be disposed on-site where
geologic conditions would otherwise preclude burial. 

YOU ARE KEEPING MARKET WEIGHT PIGS
HAPPY AND HEALTHY DURING TRANSPORT

This research project addresses gaps in existing
knowledge about transporting 130-150kg market weight
pigs to determine science-based recommendations
on space allowances at different temperatures to
improve the overall well-being of these pigs during
transport. The study, led by Dr. Luigi Faucitano with
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, is nearly complete. 

YOU ARE CREATING BETTER TRANSPORT
TRAILERS TO KEEP PIGS HEALTHIER

Improved trailer designs are being studied to address
knowledge gaps about hog transport welfare and
effects on meat quality, as well as introduce new
transportation technology that also improves
biosecurity. In partnership with Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, short distance trials in summer and
winter have been completed. Due to Covid-19, long-
distance transportation trials are on hold.
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RESEARCH &
INNOVATION

In 2020/21, Sask Pork and and hog producers across 
the province funded $358,443 in research and
innovation to continually improve the profitability and
production of sustainably raised safe, high-quality pork.

PRAIRIE SWINE CENTRE 

Sask Pork has a core funding agreement with the
Prairie Swine Centre (PSC), which delivers practical
research-based solutions for the hog industry. These
critical funds are applied to four research pillars at PSC
that focus on practical and innovative initiatives,
graduate education, and knowledge transfer activities.

YOU ARE HELPING TO INCREASE NET INCOME
FOR PORK PRODUCERS BY $1/PIG/YEAR
THROUGH IMPROVED NUTRITION:

-The development of feeding programs which
emphasize economic efficiency, meat quality, and
market value.
-Understanding feed and fibre modifications to meet 
the needs of pigs and changing economic conditions.

Projects undertaken:

-Long-term feeding of graded levels of deoxynivalenol 
in grower-finisher pigs 
-Examination of the effectiveness of provision of
functional amino acids to enhance pig robustness
-Creep feed source: What is effective and what do
piglets prefer?
-The potential for dietary energy to affect the response
of growing pigs to diets high in rye
-Feed processing to reduce ergot toxicity

FEATURED PROJECT
 

Swine nutritionists tackled the contentious subject of
the effectiveness of creep feeding which is still widely
used. Results indicated that creep feeding has little
impact on post-weaning performance, there was 
no preference for a typical creep or a lactation diet.
Despite uncertain benefits, producers who still wish 
to do so can continue creep feeding using a less
expensive diet.
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YOU ARE IMPROVING ANIMAL
WELFARE BY
DEVELOPING/MODIFYING HOUSING
SYSTEMS & CREATING BETTER
ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Projects undertaken:

- Motivated for movement? Exercise and the
gestation environment on sow performance
and welfare
- Validation of infrared technologies for
identification of market pigs at risk of transport
stress, death loss and PSE meat
- Enhancing the biosecurity and welfare of
livestock animals during transport
- Effects of long-distance transport on the
health and welfare of early weaned pigs
- Identification of risk factors for sow mortality

FEATURED PROJECT

Even though producers across Canada
are transitioning to group sow housing,
there has been a significant increase in
on-farm sow death losses over the past
decade. To determine the possible
causes, the research team focused on
examining factors influencing sow
mortality and culling in Canadian swine
herds. 

The results from this project will identify
potential targets for genetic selection 
and improved management practices 
to increase sow retention and reduce
mortality as well as identify best practices
for group management of sows.

FEATURED PROJECT
Researchers are exploring strategies to
further reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by pigs, without negatively
impacting efficiency or productivity. This
study focused on the impact of non-
conventional ingredients such as wheat
millrun in swine diets on the
environment; specifically, manure output
and greenhouse gas emissions (GHG).
The study found that despite high-fiber
content, diets with wheat millrun don't
significantly increase GHG produced by
pigs. Overall benefits for the environment
will be seen when crop production,
manure management, and emissions
from pigs are considered.

YOU ARE REDUCING OPERATING
COSTS BY $0.50/PIG/YEAR AND
REDUCING PORK PRODUCTION'S
ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT 

 Projects undertaken:

-Greenhouse gas production in swine facilities
when pigs are fed high-fibre diets
supplemented with a multi-carbohydrase
enzyme
-Investigating intervention measures to
reduce on-farm use of antibiotics in pig
production
-The effect of diet supplemented with field
peas and enzymes in mitigating greenhouse
gas output from swine production units

YOU ARE IMPROVING THE BARN
ENVIRONMENT TO ENSURE THE
HEALTH AND SAFETY OF BARN
WORKERS AND ANIMALS

Projects undertaken:

-Enhanced biosecurity measures to control
growth of pathogens in antibiotic-free pig
production

FEATURED PROJECT
Researchers are developing alternative
disinfection measures that could control
potentially antibiotic-resistant pathogens,
as well as those that might further reduce  
antimicrobial resistance in pigs. Initial
results have been promising, showing
efficacy of a silver nanoparticle treatment
to reduce the microbial load on test
surfaces in lab conditions.
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RESEARCH &
INNOVATION

SWINE INNOVATION PORC (SIP)

SIP is a non-profit that facilitates research in the
Canadian swine sector. It’s funded by the federal
government, Sask Pork and the other seven provincial
pork organizations, as well as multiple private partners
within the pork industry. Sask Pork and other provincial
pork producer organizations contribute 2.5 cents per
market hog and .5 cents per weanling, which is used to
leverage public dollars and multiply investments in
research and development to benefit the industry. Every
$1 from producer organizations is used to leverage an
additional $8 from other sources of funding. 

Eight projects are being carried out either partly or
entirely in Saskatchewan as part of the five-year Swine
Cluster 3 research program (2018-2023) that includes
14 primary R&D projects in animal health, nutrition,
welfare, environment, and pork quality.

YOU ARE HELPING TO REDUCE FEED COSTS IN
THE POST-WEANING PERIOD
Some expenses are optional for producers, but feed is
not one of them. As feed costs eat away at the bottom
line, there is growing demand for more knowledge on
stretching feed dollars. The critical research on
developing innovative strategies to reduce feed costs in
the post-weaning period while maintaining optimal
performance and health is the response.

YOU ARE HELPING IMPROVE BIOSECURITY
DURING TRANSPORT
The improved Biosecurity in the Canadian Swine
Transport Industry project is being led by Terry Fonstad
from the University of Saskatchewan and has studied
improved methods for cleaning and sanitizing trailers
and the eradication of pathogens. 

YOU ARE ENHANCING THE VALUE OF SWINE
CLUSTER RESEARCH THROUGH ON-FARM
DEMONSTRATION
Enhancing the Value of Swine Cluster Research through
On-Farm Demonstration is being co-led by Ken Engele
of Prairie Swine Centre.
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YOU ARE REDUCING FEED COST AND THE
ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT FOR
GROWING-FINISHING PIGS
With feed costs making up 65-70% of a typical farm’s
budget, feed cost is a big scientific focus. About 80% of
feed is consumed by grow-finish pigs. This research
aims to extract more nutrients using modern
technology and find the best alternatives from various
locally-sourced ingredients. It’s a benefit that promises
to lower the pork sector’s environmental footprint at a
time when the public is demanding more action.

YOU ARE KEEPING EARLY WEANED PIGS
HEALTHIER DURING LONG-DISTANCE
TRANSPORT
Research on the effects of long-distance transport on
the health and welfare of early weaned pigs will be
complete in 2023.

YOU ARE TAKING AIM AT SOW MORTALITY
Sow mortality is hard on employees and can
devastate producers that feel the impact on their
wallets. Researchers across the country, led by Dr.
Jennifer Brown from Prairie Swine Centre, are gathering
data to determine why sows died or were culled. The
data is being evaluated, along with farm information
and management factors, to determine associations
and risk factors related to sow death and removal.
Researchers hope this project will breathe new life into 
a critical area of study for the pork sector.

YOU ARE HELPING RAISE HEALTHY PIGS
MORE EFFICIENTLY BY UNDERSTANDING
THEIR GUT MICROBIOME
The Pig Gut Microbiome Project looks to break new
ground in assessing the core gut microbiome
associated with pig health and performance. It could
offer critical information to producers that would
impact areas like nutrition and feed additives. The end
result may be healthier pigs with less reliance on
antibiotics. 

YOU ARE HELPING SMALL SWINE
PRODUCERS PREVENT DISEASE
Survey Study of Small Swine Producers on their
Knowledge and Application of Biosecurity Practices for
the Prevention of Disease led by Dr. Murray Pettitt, CEO
of Prairie Swine Centre. Results are expected in 2022.
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Smoky 
Chili 
Pork Ribs 
& Beans 

Honey 
Citrus 
Glazed Pork
Tenderloin

Dijon Pork
Burger with

Sriracha
Aioli 

Raspberry
Pecan
Proscuitto
Salad

BLT 
Caesar
Salad

Overnight
Ham 
Strata

Under the PickPork Saskatchewan 
consumer brand, Sask Pork created 

18 new made-in-Saskatchewan recipes

Dr. Pepper
Ribs

Pigs in
Blankets

CONSUMER
PROMOTION Cheesy

Ham &
Noodle

Bake
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IN STORE RETAIL PROMOTION

Sask Pork partnered with meat processors and
grocery retailers across Saskatchewan to launch a
summer "Let's Get Grilling" promotion in 10 different
communities. Sask Pork provided $250 gift packs to
be drawn for before the end of July. Prizes were
awarded at:

Butcher Boy Meats - Regina, SK.
Community Bigway - Cudworth, SK.
Modern Meat & Abbatoir - Humboldt, SK.
Smokehaus Meats - Martensville, SK.
Sunnydale Meats - Saskatoon, SK.
Prime Meats Ltd. - St. Gregor, SK.
Hujbers Market on Main - Spiritwood, SK.
Star City Meats - Star City, SK.
Treen Meats - Swift Current, SK.
Model Meats - Watrous, SK.

MEDIA PROMOTION

Sask Pork continues its close relationship with Shaw TV
Saskatchewan's "Cooked with Shack" television series
hosted by radio personality Mark Loshack. Pork
recipes developed on the program this year include: 

Bacon wrapped pork tenderloin
Pork pickle poppers
Pork Wellington 
Inside out pork burgers
Pulled pork shepherd's pie
Italian sausage stuffed pasta shells

Sask Pork aired ads that ran on radio talk show
"Gormley", which airs across Saskatchewan on 650
CKOM in Saskatoon and 980 CJME in Regina. Ads also
aired on the "Modern Ag-Farmer" feature on Rock 102,
the August-September "Thank the Farmers"
campaign on Saskatoon Media Group radio stations,
and on Jim Smalley's Ag Market Update on 620 CKRM
radio in Regina. 

Sask Pork also placed a summer BBQ ad in the
summer issue of Suddenly Saskatchewan and in the
University of Saskatchewan Veterinary Yearbook
2020-2021.
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BACON WRAPPED 
PORK TENDERLOIN
Recipe created by Mark Loshack 
for "Cooked With Shack"



IN THE
COMMUNITY

Sask Pork actively supports the communities in which
members live and work. 

Sask Pork made several donations to Saskatoon Food
Bank & Learning Centre. In April 2021, Sask Pork partnered
with Drake Meats on a $10,000 pork donation. In July 2021,
Sask Pork partnered with Country Choice Meats on a
$10,000 donation, which was a joint contribution between
Sask Pork and H@ms Marketing. Sask Pork and Drake
Meats also supported the Saskatoon Friendship Inn in
July 2021 with a $5,000 donation of a variety of pork
products. Sask Pork donated $1,000 towards Olymel's
"Giving Back Together" campaign in support of the
Humboldt & District Food Bank. 

Sask Pork provided consumer promotion items, pork
nutrition resources, and recipes to Saskatchewan Health
Authority's Kidney Health Education Program at St. Paul's
Hospital in Saskatoon.

On the agricultural front, Sask Pork continues to support
events and programs through Farm & Food Care
Saskatchewan and Agriculture in the Classroom, as well
events such as Animal Nutrition Association of Canada
conference, Saskatchewan Outstanding Young Farmers,
and APAS/Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Association. 

Featured
Donations

Consumer resources,
recipes, and pork
production resources
as door prizes for
Agriculture in the City

Event partner for
Growing Agriculture 
2020 Saskatchewan
Provincial Election forum
on Access Now TV

$5,000 donation to
fund a flight through
Stars Air Ambulance 

Sponsorship of an
employee thank-you
pizza lunch at Thunder
Creek Pork in Moose Jaw

Sask Pork supported 
 3 food banks across
the province
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AG 
EDUCATION

New 
Resources

6

1
1

Sask Pork’s ag-education program shifted to virtual
education and promotion as a result of Covid-19,
due to a lack of in-person school and public events
to attend for community outreach. 

Sask Pork secured $12,750 in grant funding through
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture Ag
Awareness Initiative Program (AAIP) for a multi-
year project to expand outreach and public
education about the pork industry with new multi-
media resources housed on the Sask Pork website
and YouTube channel. 

"Consumer Cook Along" videos were created with
home economist and cookbook author Emily
Richards (“Get in The Kitchen and COOK!”), Claire
Tansey, culinary teacher and author of "Dinner,
Uncomplicated", and Sylvia Kong, home economist
and co-author of the last three Best of Bridge
cookbooks.

Outside of the AAIP initiative, Sask Pork also
developed a virtual version of the “How Pigs are
Raised” presentation delivered for Ag in the City
programming.

"Ask the Expert" videos with a
veterinarian, nutritionist,
researcher, breeding tech &
swine nutritionist

Farm to Table feature: 
Farrow to Finish article for
Sask Pork website

Producer profile: 
Jay McGrath of Sinnett
Pork Farms-video & article

5
"Consumer Cook Along"
videos with celebrity
Canadian cookbook
authors

1
One virtual Ag Education
virtual presentation on
"How Pigs are Raised"

Cookbook author
Claire Tansey in her

kitchen preparing
Sheet Pan Pork Tenderloin

with Bacon & Onions
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SASKATCHEWAN PORK
INDUSTRY SYMPOSIUM 

SYMPOSIUM 2020
Saskatchewan Pork Industry Symposium 2020
shifted from the traditional in-person
conference format held at The Saskatoon Inn
in Saskatoon to five virtual Zoom 
events due to Covid-19. 

Guests included University of California Davis'
Dr. Frank Mitloehner, who has presented at
over 800 talks internationally; Brett Stuart,
President of U.S.-based Global AgriTrends;
Steve Dziver, president of Commodity
Professionals, a consulting firm focused on
agribusiness risk and margin management,
as well as Dr. Egan Brockhoff, Veterinary
Counselor for the Canadian Pork Council.

C
F

5

15

3

331

5 weeks of Zoom sessions 
took place on November 5, 12, 
19, 26, & December 3, 2020

15 speakers from 3 countries, 
4 provinces, and 4 U.S. states

Saskatchewan Pork Industry
Symposium was the 3rd most
visited page on the Sask Pork
website

attendees from 19 countries 
joined at least one of the weekly
Symposium 2020 sessions
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DIGITAL
ENGAGEMENT

Sask Pork operates a Twitter page for both
producers/industry news and also focuses
consumer promotion under the banner of 
Pick Pork Saskatchewan on Twitter, Facebook, 
 Instagram, Pinterest, and YouTube.

BACON MACARONI SALAD
saskpork.com's most 
popular recipe of the year

TOTAL SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

3,016

TOTAL SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT   

530,243

TOTAL WEBSITE VIEWS

57,726

MOST VIEWED YOUTUBE VIDEO

an increase of 15% since last year

TOP FACEBOOK POST OF THE YEAR

E-NEWSLETTERS

5,878 views for Author Emily Richards' 
Pork Meatballs with Mushroom Gravy

22 e-newsletters sent to producers

 TOP TWEET OF THE YEAR
Canadian Food Inspection Agency's
African Swine Fever checklist earned 
4,187 impressions

Sask Pork's recipe for Bacon Macaroni 
Salad in honour of National Macaroni
Day reached 51,015 people with 412
reactions, shares, & comments
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

During 2020/2021, the COVID-19
pandemic continued to affect the global
economy and the market for pork and
live hogs. A number of Canadian
processing plants were temporarily
impacted by COVID-19 infections among
staff, resulting in labour shortages and
stoppages and slowdowns in processing.
Plant COVID-19 status also impacted the
ability of many Canadian plants to
export to China this year. Despite these
setbacks, in 2021, hog prices rebounded
from the low prices seen in 2020.
However, feed prices also increased
significantly, particularly during the
spring/summer of 2021 as markets
adjusted to the drought and expected
poor crops and reduced quantities of
feed grains produced.  

Between August 2020 and July 2021,
index 100 hog prices averaged
$187.93/ckg, considerably higher than
the same period last year, $143.89/ckg
and well above the 5-year average of
$161.63/ckg. In fact, prices this year were
the second highest prices on record,
surpassed only by the record high of
$193.34 experienced in 2013/2014. 

Source: H@ms Marketing, ML Sig 4/BPTCP4 Index 100 price, does not include loin or other premiums

Saskatchewan 
Index 100 Hog Prices
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

After extremely poor feeder pig prices in
the spring/summer of 2020 due to U.S.
slaughter disruptions, prices for 10-12 lb.
feeder pigs rebounded and finished the
year very strong. In 2020/2021, prices
averaged U.S. $43.06/pig, an increase of
35% over 2019/2020 and over the 5-year
average of $39.00/pig. 

Source: USDA-Agricultural Marketing Services, Market News

USDA 10-12 lb. Feeder Pig Prices
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

The ongoing trend of dry conditions in
Saskatchewan continued this year.
2020/2021 crop yields were generally
poor throughout the province due to dry
and hot conditions throughout the
summer. Most areas of the province
reported yields that were well bellow
average for wheat, barley, canola and
peas. The final crop report for the 2021
harvest estimated average yields at 30
bushel per acre for hard red spring
wheat, 49 bushel per acre for oats, 34
bushel per acre for barley, and 22 bushels
per acre for peas.

From August 2020 to July 2021,
Saskatchewan feed wheat prices
averaged $247.20, an increase of 41%
from last year. Feed barley prices
averaged $225.75/tonne (36%
increase) and feed peas averaged
$290.78/tonne (63% increase), with
most analysts predicting higher prices
for the coming year. 

Source: Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture
*Note: Spot grain prices FOB Saskatoon

Saskatoon Farm Gate 
Feed Prices
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

In 2020, a total of 74 producers marketed
hogs in the province, a decrease of eight
from the previous year. Most of the
decrease was in the <100 hogs produced
category, which had 6 fewer producers.

The majority of Saskatchewan’s hog
production occurred on the province’s 147
active PS|PC premises. Sask Pork also
continued to register new hog and wild
boar premises as part of our
administrative commitment to the
PigTrace program. 

As of July 31, 2021, there were 340 
non-CQA/CPE® premises registered, an
increase of 43 from the previous year. 

Saskatchewan Producer Profiles
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

Saskatchewan producers marketed a
total of 2,274,986 pigs, a decrease of
31,418 animals from 2019. Market weight
hog sales increased by 88,672 animals to
1.85 million hogs, while marketings of
feeder pigs to the U.S. decreased by
123,787 pigs. Poor returns for weanlings in
the U.S. markets in the summer of 2020
contributed to a shift in marketings and
the retention of feeder pigs in
Saskatchewan. Sow and breeding stock
sales remained relatively steady. 

In 2020, 281,804 hogs produced in
Saskatchewan were slaughtered locally in
the province. Of the remainder, 895,100
were transported to Alberta for slaughter,
while 593,117 animals were slaughtered in
Manitoba, and 37,602 were processed in
British Columbia. Saskatchewan also
exported 66,853 slaughter weight
animals to the U.S.

Pigs Sold in Saskatchewan
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

According to Statistics Canada, as of
January 1, 2021 Saskatchewan’s breeding
herd numbered 102,900 sows and bred
gilts. This is a decrease of 1,600 animals
from 2020. The Canadian herd increased
by 12,500 sows, with the majority of this
increase coming from Quebec. The
national breeding herd was comprised of
1.24 million sows and bred gilts as of
January 1, 2021. 

Sows & Gilts in Canada
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

According to Agriculture and Agri-food
Canada, approximately 4.4 million feeder
pigs were exported from Canada to the
United States in 2020, which was an
increase of 3% from 2019. A total of
856,300 market weight hogs were also
exported, representing an increase of 10%
over the previous year. 

Canadian Exports to the U.S.
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STATISTICS 
& TRENDS

Canadian slaughter increased in 2020,
totaling over 22.5 million hogs. This was
an increase of approximately one million
hogs from the past year and represents
the largest annual slaughter over the past
decade. 

Hogs Slaughtered in Canada
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2-502 45th Street West
Saskatoon, SK. S7L 6H2

Ph: 306-244-7752
Fax: 306-244-1712

info@saskpork.com
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TogetherWe Make So Much Possible


